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A long time ago, the river we gather around 
today meandered calmly, gently carving its path 
through planes whose banks became lined with 
plants and trees, providing a rich variety of 
habitats for the natural wildlife residents of the 
valley …
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But when the early people settlers here arrived 
and developed this small town upon those banks 
- building homes and marketplaces, bridges and 
roads - the habitats of their wildlife neighbours 
slowly began to be disrupted …
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And as the town grew and grew, those natural 
wildlife residents were pushed further and 
further to its fringes. With all the townsfolk 
busily working on building the town out, those 
once nourished banks at its old centre became 
increasingly hardened ...
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Until one day sometime later, one group of 
townsfolk returned to that old centre, and 
finding their wildlife neighbours missing, they 
followed the meandering course of the river 
beyond all those hardened edges that had formed 
…
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At the northern reach: a dense woodland, 
crowded with native plants and trees;

And at the southern reach: an expansive reedbed, 
flourishing with reed and willow.
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From the woodland, they returned with great 
boughs that had fallen; and raised them high 
on the banks which they once stood. From the 
reedbed, they returned with neatly woven gifts; 
and hung them upon the boughs, inviting the 
return of those natural wildlife residents who 
had once been their neighbours …
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Over time it came to pass that those offerings 
these townsfolk made became seeds of greater 
change: as markers they signified the meandering 
route between the hard centre and its softer 
reaches, and soon enough they heralded the 
reconnection between the town and its natural 
environment.
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