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Consume and be consumed
the present: prosperity at a price

Reclaiming the future
the future: from the agora to the polis




The story of the agora
OHigh streets and town centres that are bt for the
21st century need to be multifunctional social

centres, not simply competitors for stretched

consumers.O
~ The 21st Century Agora 2011



A place for the underdog

OEthere is something irresistible in the bright
glitter of his eyes, In his cheerful gait, and his

fascinating mannerseO
~ John Thomson and Adolphe Smith,Street Life in London 1877
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A place for the peculiar

Olt is no use regretting the coming of the multiple
store and the standardisation of shop fronts, as
these are part of our modern way of organising

businessEO
~ J.M. Richards, High Street, 1938
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A place of your own

New Mills Public Hall, opened in 1871, was a place
for Opublic and private balls, dinners, concerts,

entertainments, exhibitions, religious, social and
political meetings, for county and sessional courtseO
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Reclaiming the future
the future: from the agora to the polis
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Privatised space: Wolverhampton

OThis is a major private-sector led regeneration
project which will create hundreds of new jobs and
play an important part in the wider plans to revitalise

the city centre.O
~ Cllr Roger Lawrence, Wolverhampton Council, 2014
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Dislocated space: Merry Hill
OThe incentives offered, in particular the removal

of planning restrictions, were hugely appealing E

why would we go to Dudley town centre?0O
~ Richardson brothersO spokesmarPlanning magazine 2011
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Emptied, stretched, dismembered: the dysfunctional
development of BritainOs towns shifts traditional high

streets and independent retailers to the margins.
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Appropriated space: Brixton

ODelighted with the Space Makers-inspired revamp, it
seemed, London and Associated Properties had decided
to cash in. Traders complained that they had received
bills backdated to 2007, some as high as £30,000.0

~ How to Save Our Town Centres chapter 3
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Telling new stories: performing the possible

OWe fought and fought by painting things in areas where we
werenOt allowed to paint and then they got scrubbed off and it
culminated in a criminal damage conviction for myself. | got

nicked but it completely changed thingsEO
~ Chris Chalkeley, PeopleOs Republic of Stokes Croft
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Setting new priorities: ownership to stewardship
OThe whole structure is such that thereOs no
opportunity to spend elsewhere. We are tied by
geographyE whatever is created has to come back

here.O!

~John Lewis, Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation
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Making new places: a civic vision

Over 40 years, Coin Street Community Builders
has turned LondonOs South Bank into a place
where people can live, relax and work, opening up
the riverside walkway and creating a public park
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Creating new commons: share the space

OSimply by using this language of food, we have
opened up conversations, new ways of looking at
spaceE new ways of bending existing investment.C

~ Pam Warhurst, Incredible Edible Todmorden
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Creating a future: |
think of generations to come

OThe challenges currently posed by climate change pale

Into Insignificance compared with what might come...
global impacts on property, migration and political stability,

as well as food and water security.O
~ Mark Carney, governor of the Bank of England, 29/9/2015




OThe best future for our town centres is not merely
as places to buy, but as places to be; places where
we live and act as citizens rather than as

consumers. Then they can be places where we
rediscover local identity and community, where we
can be more fully alive and more fully ourselvesO







